SECOND SESSION IN CONGRESS     133

The bill received no further consideration in
the House, and consequently General Weaver
probably never delivered his promised address
in its favor, although there was printed in the
appendix to the Congressional Record, under
date of May 10, 1880, a speech entitled Human
Life versus Gold, and described as "on the bill
for the relief of the soldiers and sailors . .
. . and to restore to them equal rights with
the holders of Government bonds."112

The most dramatic episode in "Weaver's sec-
ond session in Congress was his long struggle
for recognition by the Speaker in order to
present two resolutions. In the first of these
resolutions it was declared to be the sense of
the House that "all currency, whether metallic
or paper, necessary for the use and convenience
of the people, should 'be issued and its volume
controlled by the Government, and not by or
through the banking corporations of the coun-
try". The second resolution opposed the re-
funding of the public debt, urging that it should
be paid "as rapidly as possible", and "to
enable the Government to meet these obliga-
tions, the mints of the United States should be
operated to their full capacity in the coinage of
Standard Silver Dollars, and such other coin-
age as the business interests of the country
may require".

These  resolutions,  embodying  fundamental